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Research Question 

 

Does full inclusion positively benefit special education students socially and academically? 

 

Procedures 

 

In order to get accurate results from data collection for my research question, data needs to be 

collected for at least a year if not more.  There needs to be certain controls in my environment, 

which will be my classroom, in order for my data to be reliable.  By completing my Literature 

Review, it was very clear in numerous articles what needs to be present in a classroom for full 

inclusion to be a success.  Common elements mentioned in the articles included Specialist 

Support, a co-teacher or paraeducator in the classroom, time to plan just for the teacher as well as 

time to plan with other teachers, resource availability, manageable class size, and effective 

communication with parents.  In order for my data to be as accurate and reliable as possible I 

have to do my best to make sure these elements are in place or very close to it.  I will need to 

assess two different aspects, the social aspect and the academic aspect.  Monitoring the social 

aspect can be done just by observation, but I may chose to create sociograms like a teacher did in 

a case study of her class that I read about.  (Trouble in Paradise: A Study of Who is Included in 

an Inclusion Core. Zindler 2009)  These sociograms documented who the special education 

students communicated with in class, diagramming socioeconomic and ethnicity patterns.  For 

the academic aspect, much more in depth data collection will need to be conducted.  In my 

opinion, ELA and Math are the two most important subjects and they are the ones that are on 

state standardized tests.  I will conduct periodic assessments in Math and ELA and collect 

support data to answer my research question. According to one article I examined for my 

Literature Review (The Impact of Inclusion on Standardized Test Scores of Learning Support 

Students. Johnson 2007), in a middle school there was a connection between higher standardized 

test scores with special education students in the full inclusion setting.   

 

Assessments 

 

I’m not as concerned with the social aspect as I am with the academic aspect.  According to one 

article I examined (Students’ Perceptions of Inclusion and Resource Room Settings. Vaughn 

1998), special education children liked full inclusion classrooms because it makes it easier for 

them to make friends so I am confident that all students, not just the special education students, 

will be just fine.  As I mentioned above, in a middle school there was a connection between 

higher standardized test scores with special education students in a full inclusion classroom.  I 

will be focusing solely on Math and ELA.  My school uses an online program called Study 

Island which is aligned with the MEAP test.  The website contains lessons, assessments and 

games for each benchmark in Math, ELA, Social Studies, and Science for each grade.  At the 

beginning of the year, I will give the special education students the 5
th

 grade pretest for Math 

from the program and record their score on the assessment.  The pretest consists of 20 questions. 



Then, as the school year progresses, and as I cover each 5
th

 grade Math benchmark, I will give 

them a 10 question assessment on each Math benchmark.  At the end of the year, I will give them 

the 5
th

 grade post test, which will also consist of 20 questions.  I will look at the special 

education student’s scores from pretest to post test and see if there is consistent improvement.  I 

will also compare their scores with the rest of the class.  I am trained to give the DRA Reading 

Assessment.  The complete DRA assessment tests accuracy, fluency, and comprehension.  The 

DRA assessment gives a reading level for the student.  I will give this assessment at the 

beginning, middle, and end of the school year and chart the reading level progress for each 

student.  I will also compare it to the progress with the general education students.  These two 

assessment tools will help me track and monitor progress to see if special education students are 

making strides in the normal general education classroom. 

 

Design Rationale 

 

I believe I have a well suited plan.  I have established the controls needed to make this data 

collection successful and recognize they must be in place in order to have accurate results.  

Socially, special education students not only like the full inclusion setting, but strive in it.  This 

aspect doesn’t need to be so closely monitored, but sociograms can chart socioeconomic and 

ethnicity trends.  Math and ELA are the two most important subjects and are the ones that count 

the most on any state standardized test.  I have a Math assessment plan and ELA assessment plan 

that are both proven effective and used often in the elementary school setting for student data.  I 

will evaluate data for a whole school year and can even monitor the same students in 6
th

 grade if 

I want to.  Every perspective to my research question is fully supported. 

 


